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My immediately preceding telegram :[Laos], 

Following is text of Note. 

Her Majesty’s Government have learned that, on May 25 and 27, 
Pathet Lao forces attacked detachments of the Royal Laotian Army in 
positions to the north-east of Ban Eouei Sai. At the same time Her 
Majesty's Government have received reports of military pressure 
against the Royal Laotian Army in the neighbourhood of Sana vane . These 
developments are causing the gravest concern to Her Majesty's 
Government and other members of the Geneva Conference on Laos . In 
particular the advance of Pathet Lao and Viet Minh forces to a point 
so close to the border of a neighbouring State at a time when a cease- 
fire is supposed to be in force under internati --nal supervision is 
bound to arouse the gravest fears for peace and security in the area. 

2. Her Majesty's Government recall that the International 
Conference for the solution of the Laotian problem has now been in 
session for a year. A large measure of international agreement has 
been reached. .The members are awaiting the formation of a Government 
of national unity in Laos. Prince Louvsnna Fhouma, who has been 
accepted by all parties as Prime Minister-designate of such a 
Government, has issued invitations for final negotiations. Her 
Majesty s Government believe that there is a reasonable prospect that 
such negotiations will be successful. It is quite clear, however, 
that the possibility of such success must be gravely damaged by any 
outbreak of military incidents in Laos. No party will feel itself 
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free to negotiate -under military duress, and there vail be a constant 
danger of such incidents extending into general hostilities . Her 
Majesty’s Government cannot believe that any party to the negotia- 
tions in Laos would be so ill-advised as to force a breakdown by 
insisting on pursuing minor military advantage, or that they would 
• sacrifice all the international agreement .which has been reached 
over the last year for so small an end, 

3. Her Majesty’s Government are confident that the two Co-Chairmen 
can prevent such developments if they agree to take joint action. 

Her Majesty’s Government have lost no opportunity of impressing on 
the Royal Laotian Government the need to avoid clashes but the 
recent advance of the other side poses a very great threat to the 
maintenance of the cease-fire. Her Majesty’s Government trust that 
the Soviet Government are taking equally urgent steps to bring the 
danger of the present situation to the attention of the authorities 
at Xieng Khouang. 

X. It is also the opinion of Her Majesty’s Government that unless 
the opposing armed forces in Laos are given some international 
assistance in maintaining the cease-fire, the danger of repeated 
incidents vail remain very great. It was for this reason that the 
Co-Chairmen of the Geneva Conference instructed the International 
Commission for Supervision and Control in Laos in May of last year 
to exercise supervision and control over the cease-fire. Her 
Majesty’s Government are at a loss to understand why the Soviet 
Government are reluctant to issue the further instructions which are 
now necessary in order to enable the Commission to carry out this 
task in the present situation. Her Majesty’s Government are 
confident that if such instructions are issued immediately, the 
necessary conditions can be ensured for .the negotiations which are 
expected to take place shortly for a Government of national unity in 
Laos and for the subsequent signing of an international agreement. 
Her Majesty’s Government would be glad to learn whether the soviet 
Government will now agree to taking the necessary action. 
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